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Thriller
RIGHTS: World

IMPRINT: FIGMENT

An Indian priest is sent by the Vatican to 
debunk the legend that Jesus Christ is buried 
in a Kashmiri shrine; his mission uncovers an 
ancient Tibetan text that suggests Christ may 
have never died on the cross.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Da Vinci Code meets Seven Years in Tibet.

VISUALS: High-stakes intrigue from the ornate Vatican to the icy, 
exotic heights of Ladakh.

THEMES: A profound crisis of faith, historical conspiracy, and the 
tension between faith and reason.

TIBETAN GOSPEL

T I B E TA N 
G O S P E L

F A R R U K H 
D H O N D Y

When whispers rise from the mountains of Kashmir—that  
a humble shrine may be the final resting place of Jesus Christ—
the Vatican panics. The very foundation of Christianity trembles. 
And so, Father Darius Francis Cama, an Indian Catholic priest 
with a mind as sharp as his deep faith, is sent on a mission  
cloaked in secrecy: debunk the legend and bury it forever.

But what begins as a quiet investigation spirals into a chase 
across continents and centuries. In the icy heights of Ladakh, a 
Buddhist monk holds fragments of an ancient Tibetan text—
one that speaks of a mysterious figure who came from the West 
in the first century AD, accompanied by a woman.

As Darius unravels the threads of this forbidden gospel, he finds 
himself in the trail of powerful forces—religious extremists,  
secret networks and those who will kill to keep the truth 
buried. From sacred scrolls to secret rendezvous, from betrayal 
to forbidden love, his journey leads him to a single, devastating 
question: If  Christ never died on the cross ... what becomes of   
faith itself ?

In Tibetan Gospel, Farrukh Dhondy crafts a sensational thriller 
that fearlessly blurs the lines between history and heresy, faith 
and fact—a provocative tale that dares to rewrite the very roots 
of belief.
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An Imprint of  

When whispers of Christ’s tomb in Kashmir reach the 
Vatican, Father Darius Cama is dispatched to debunk 
the legend. His investigation spirals into a global 
chase, uncovering an ancient Tibetan gospel. Hunted 
by extremists, Darius must confront a devastating 
question: If Christ never died on the cross, what 
becomes of faith?

Cinematic Synopsis

Farrukh Dhondy has authored write several books and 
his autobiography, Fragments Against My Ruin. He has 
written TV sitcoms, like Tandoori Nights, and famous 
screenplays, such as Bandit Queen, Mangal Pandey 
and Jinnah. 
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RIGHTS: World

 A ten-year-old cult mass-suicide haunts a 
woman, forcing her into a cat-and-mouse game 
across India to find a boy who shouldn’t exist.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Night Manager meets The Path.

VISUALS: The arid, unforgiving landscape of Rajasthan acts as a 
character, contrasting with the dark psychological tension of the 
cult’s influence.

THEMES: Cult trauma, the burden of the past, police procedural, 
and a grim exploration of faith and manipulation.

Kanchana Banerjee
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“A riveting page-turner that will have you hooked 
right to its jaw-dropping finale.” – Vishal Bhardwaj

“Cults, death, murder and more ... Kanchana Banerjee writes a 
gripping thriller that keeps you turning the pages.” – Kiran Manral

“A spine-chilling thriller with characters that seem like the evil next 
door! A multi-voice narrative where each person has a past which 

adds to the mystery!” – Koral Dasgupta

A decomposed leg found at a construction site...

A photograph of a presumed-dead boy in a travel magazine...

A notorious cult involved in a gruesome killing, and a spirited young girl 
determined to find out the truth behind it...

A demoralized police officer in a dead-end career who finds a new motivation...

A shocking revelation that binds them all...

When Jenny sees the picture of a boy in a travel magazine, she is stunned. He 
is a dead ringer for her friend Rubina. But the boy is supposed to be dead. Ten 
years ago, Jenny had failed to save Rubina and the infant from the clutches of the 
charming leader of a dangerous cult who led his flock to a mass suicide.

Jenny’s journey to find the boy leads to a sleepy village in Rajasthan, where she 
comes across Virat, a police officer investigating the discovery of a decomposed 
leg from a construction site. Are the two cases linked? As her past threatens to 
catch up with her, Virat and Jenny get involved in a cat-and-mouse game that 
leads to a  diabolical climax.

Taking off from the notorious Peoples Temple mass suicide-murder led by the 
charismatic Jim Jones, and told from multiple points of view, Until I Find You is 
a grim and a brutal thriller where the arid landscape of Rajasthan is as much a 
character as the shadowy dramatis personae.

Untill I Find You Cover.indd   2,4 28/03/23   2:23 PM

Ten years after a dangerous cult’s mass suicide, Jenny, 
haunted by her failure to save her friend Rubina and 
her infant, sees an image of a boy who looks exactly like 
Rubina’s supposedly dead child. Her quest to find him 
leads her to a sleepy village in Rajasthan, where she 
crosses paths with a police officer, Virat, investigating a 
grisly discovery. Their parallel cases—the past catching 
up to Jenny and the cult’s charismatic leader, Jim 
Jones—lead them into a grim, brutal thriller with a 
diabolical climax.

Cinematic Synopsis

Kanchana enjoys writing thrillers, reading about cold 
cases and true crime events.
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When her unrequited love returns after twelve 
years, a successful woman must confront the 
night that tragically shattered her world or risk 
being pulled back into the darkness.

Twelve years after the night that shattered her world, 
can Kavya finally heal—or will the past drag her 

under once again?

When Kavya’s once-unrequited love, Darsh, reappears after 
twelve years, long-buried trauma resurfaces, threatening to pull 
her back into the darkness—unless she dares to confront the 
past and reclaim herself.

Twelve years ago, Kavya’s unreciprocated love for her troubled, 
emotionally distant neighbour, Darsh Purohit, ended in a single 
night that went tragically wrong. Now she leads a seemingly 
successful life in Bangalore—career-focused, composed, 
and in control. But one scar remains: a deep-rooted fear 
of touch.

When Darsh unexpectedly shows up at her doorstep, her carefully 
constructed world begins to unravel. As she confronts wave after 
wave of emotional triggers, Kavya realizes that a part of her is 
still shackled to the past. Unless she faces it head-on, she might 
lose herself all over again.

Why has Darsh returned after twelve years of silence? Will his 
presence pull her back into the shadows of self-harm and despair 
or propel her towards healing and self-discovery? Can she finally 
find freedom from her fears—and is there still hope for a second 
chapter with the man who once broke her?
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Tulika Dubey holds a master’s degree in French Language 
and Literature from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi. She has also contributed as a freelance TV critic 
for Times of India Digital.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Girl on the Train (psychological) meets Anjaana An-
jaani (romance).

VISUALS: A sharp contrast between a stable, modern Bangalore 
life and a dark, resurfacing past.

THEMES: Long-buried trauma, mental health, and a powerful sec-
ond-chance romance.

Kavya leads a successful life, but a past trauma has left 
her with a deep-rooted fear of touch. When Darsh, the 
man linked to that tragic night, reappears after twelve 
years, her carefully constructed world unravels. She 
must confront her trauma head-on, or lose herself all 
over again.

Cinematic Synopsis
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A Delhi police officer investigates a series of 
dark and contradictory murders, uncovering 
a story of hidden trauma and blurred lines 
between victims and monsters.

“The deeper you dig, the darker it gets.”

When a string of brutal murders shakes Delhi, ACP 
Bhuvan is drawn into an investigation that refuses to 
follow the rules. The victims don’t fit a pattern. The clues 
don’t add up. And every suspect tells a different story.

At the centre of it all is Jagat — a boy wrapped in shadows, 
shaped by pain, and holding truths no one is ready to face.

With each secret that comes to light, Bhuvan begins to 
wonder who the real victims are. Battling his own ghosts 
and the chaos of a city gripped by fear, he realises this case 
isn’t just about catching a killer. It ’s about uncovering a 
story people would rather keep buried.

Dark, layered, and deeply human, this psychological 
thriller explores how innocence is lost — and how the 
most terrifying monsters are often the ones we never 
meant to create.
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SUPRIYA BANSAL

Supriya Bansal has received the prestigious Orange 
Flower Award for short fiction for two successive years. 
She was featured in India Today as one of the ‘Top Eight 
Emerging Indian Women,’ in Outlook India as one of 
the ‘Top Ten Indian Authors to Inspire Readers’ and in 
Femina India.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Sacred Games meets Delhi Crime.

VISUALS: A dark, atmospheric, gritty Delhi-noir.

THEMES: The fine line between villain and victim, hidden trauma, 
and the moral complexity of justice.

A series of murders grips Delhi. ACP Bhuvan is drawn 
into a case where evidence twists and every suspect 
lies. At the heart of the web is Jagat—a boy cloaked in 
shadows and secrets. Haunted by his own past, Bhuvan 
realizes this isn’t just a hunt; it’s an excavation of a truth 
buried for a reason.

Cinematic Synopsis
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A ghostwriter’s quiet Himalayan life spirals 
into chaos when he’s taken hostage by 
mountain dacoits, thrusting him into a gripping 
psychological thriller of survival and fate.
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IN THe DARK
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Pratik Sh
ah

Wildfl oWeRs

Wildfl oWeRs IN THe DARK

What do you make of life when it deals you an unfair 
hand, pushing away your chance at redemption?

Kiaan, a ghost-writer working for an international 
bestselling author, lives with a landlord obsessed with 
time and news in a quiet town cradled in the laps of 
the Himalayas. One cold December morning, a private 
bus gets ambushed by the Children of God, a dreaded 
group of mountain dacoits led by Faizah Singh, hunting 
a political target.

But the incident turns out to be a red herring. In the 
ensuing confusion and mayhem, Kiaan is taken hostage. 
He finds himself being dragged into a world where he 
does not belong and into fights that are not his. 

In this action-packed psychological thriller, Pratik Shah 
sets a blistering pace as lives that were never meant 
to collide, stories that might have gone untold, and 
muffled histories intertwine in the quest for survival.

Pratik Shah is a writer from Mumbai, India. Always 
fascinated with the art of storytelling, he started out as 
an actor in 2008 at IPTA Balmanch, the children’s wing 
of the premier association of theatre artists in India, 
started by Kaifi Azmi.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: A History of Violence meets Highway (India).

VISUALS: The stark, serene beauty of the Himalayas clashing with 
the chaos of a hostage thriller.

THEMES: Fragility of morality, unpredictability of destiny, and re-
demption in the darkest of places.

Kiaan, a ghost-writer, lives a quiet life in the Himalayas. 
His world shatters when a bus is ambushed by dreaded 
dacoits. In the chaos, Kiaan is taken hostage and 
dragged into a world of violence and secrets that are 
not his. It’s a blistering quest for survival where lives, 
stories, and histories intertwine.

Cinematic Synopsis
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A shocking locked-room murder in 1909 
Mussoorie links three literary giants—Rudyard 
Kipling, Arthur Conan Doyle, and Agatha 
Christie—in a sixty-year-old mystery that an 
Oxford-returned detective must finally solve.

Mussoorie, 1909. The ghastly murder of Margaret Maynard 
Liddell in a hotel room locked from the inside shocks the public. 
Its ripples reach Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Rudyard Kipling, 
who can only guess the identity of the killer but never prove it.

Around sixty years later, a wealthy heiress is found similarly 
murdered in the queen of the hills. The needle of suspicion 
points to an old housekeeper, an estranged brother, an aloof 
husband, and a fraud godman and his acolyte, for each of them 
has a motive to kill her.

Avijit Sikdar, an Oxford-returned detective and a fan of Doyle’s 
and Kipling’s writings, gets a whiff of the case and begins his 
hunt for the elusive killer while trying to piece together the
connection between the two crimes.

Join Sikdar and Kipling on this thrilling and page-turning 
adventure across two timelines as they untangle the mystery of 
the murder in a locked room.

—Sunil Bohra,  producer of Gangs of  Wasseypur (2012)
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DIVYAROOP BHATNAGAR

“One of the greatest murder mysteries that unites Rudyard
Kipling, Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha Christie!”
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NATIONAL BESTSELLER
Divyaroop (Debu) Bhatnagar was born and brought up 
in Kanpur. As a child, he would go to Mussoorie with his 
family during his summer vacations. The love for the 
place and the mountains has stayed with him forever.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Knives Out meets Gosford Park.

VISUALS: Elegant, colonial-era Mussoorie; a classic, atmospheric 
“queen of the hills” mystery.

THEMES: Classic detective whodunit, truth across generations, and 
the link between literature and justice.

Mussoorie, 1909. A woman is murdered in a room 
locked from the inside, stumping Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle and Rudyard Kipling. Sixty years later, an heiress 
is murdered in the same way. Detective Avijit Sikdar, a 
fan of both authors, must piece together the two crimes 
and hunt an elusive killer.

Cinematic Synopsis
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A man risks everything on a quest to save 
a young girl, only to discover Delhi’s dark 
underbelly and her true intentions.
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A journey of self-discovery through the labyrinthine 
underbelly of Delhi

Obsessed with rescuing a young girl from the harsh realities 

of her existence, Dinesh embarks on a rollercoaster journey 

to uncover his purpose in a world teeming with insensitivity, 

deceit and deception. As he weaves through the city’s vibrant 

yet vulnerable layers, he confronts the stark contrasts of 

human nature—compassion and cruelty, hope and despair, 

authenticity and pretence. The people he meets harbour 

secrets, their intentions cloaked in ambiguity, including the 

girl he strives to rescue.

A haunting journey of betrayal and fleeting innocence, steeped 

in the intoxicating allure of the forbidden, The Quest will linger 

long after the final page.

Vinod Nair was born in New Delhi and graduated in 
B.Com from Delhi University. He went on to complete his 
study in International Management from the Chartered 
Management Institute (UK).

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Man on Fire meets Taken (with a noir twist).

VISUALS: A palpable Delhi-noir, plunging into the city’s foggy, laby-
rinthine underbelly.

THEMES: Psychological thriller, treachery, and the stark contrasts 
of human nature.

Obsessed with rescuing a young girl from a harsh life, 
Dinesh embarks on a journey through Delhi’s vulnerable 
layers. He confronts the stark contrasts of human 
nature—compassion and cruelty, hope and despair. But 
everyone he meets harbors secrets, including the very 
girl he strives to rescue.

Cinematic Synopsis
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Set in 1985 Bijnor, six young friends embark on 
a thrilling investigation to solve the dastardly 
kidnapping of their dear friend.

Anirban Bhattacharyya has been in the world of Televi-
sion Content and Media for the past 22 years. He is the 
Co-creator, Producer and Writer of Savdhaan India.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Stranger Things meets The Famous Five (Indian context).

VISUALS: 1980s nostalgia, small-town India (Bijnor), cycles, 
summer heat, old houses.

THEMES: Friendship, coming-of-age, nostalgia, adventure, good vs. 
bad.

It’s the summer of 1985 in small-town India. When 
a friend is kidnapped, six young daredevils—The 
Adventurous Six—band together. Interweaving 
humour, suspense, and sibling bonding, they navigate a 
dangerous investigation. A nostalgic, nail-biting tale of 
loyalty and courage.

Cinematic Synopsis
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A hair-raising thriller about murder, 
doppelgangers, and a peep into the ‘other’ 
world—a tale of friendship, loyalty, and the 
terrifying unknown.

Maya Hirani and her best friend Rita Rodrigues are over the moon when 
they find out about a school trip to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. A 
beach holiday at long last!

On the plane to Port Blair, they befriend two boys, Harry and Addy 
from their school, who inform them that the Emerald Ocean hotel, where 
they will be staying, is haunted. 

Thirsty for excitement, the four decide to stay in the haunted 
Room No. 407. Strange and eerie incidents start to occur before Addy’s 
mysterious disappearance. Maya, Rita and Harry escape from the evil 
spirits they encounter in their room, and flee. To find Addy, the three 
youngsters go through hair-raising rituals to get a safe passage to ‘The 
Other Side’, where they come face to face with the spirits of the dead of a 
mysterious, reclusive tribe from the Andaman Islands. 

In a race against time, Maya and her friends must navigate every 
challenge that comes their way as they mount a daring rescue using their 
wits, willpower and determination, and a little help from an unexpected 
friend.

Will they be able to rescue Addy? Will they make it back in time?

The Other Side
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Young Adult 
Fiction/Horror

Inaya’s book is full of good things. She is a promising young writer 
who will definitely go places.

RUSKIN BOND

Inaya makes her impressive debut with The Other Side. She is definitely an 
author to look out for in the years to come!

Anirban Bhattacharyya,  Author (Savdhaan India, Fear Files,  
The Deadly Dozen: India’s Most Notorious Serial Killers),   

Producer (Crime Patrol, Savdhaan India)

A voracious reader since the age of 3, for Inaya Gala, 
writing has been a natural progression.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Stranger Things meets Goosebumps.

VISUALS: Atmospheric small-town settings, the uncanny horror of 
doppelgangers, and a stark contrast between the ordinary world 
and a terrifying ‘other side.’

THEMES: Friendship and loyalty, the supernatural, coming-of-age 
in a high-stakes adventure.

A seemingly innocent school trip turns into a nightmare 
when a group of excited 12-year-olds encounters 
murder, doppelgangers, and malevolent spirits. This 
thrilling story convincingly interweaves suspense and 
humour as three friends fight tooth and nail to rescue 
their lost companion from a parallel, non-human realm. 
It’s a nail-biting story about daring friendship under 
extreme duress.

Cinematic Synopsis
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When Vivek Vaidyanath uncovers a dangerous 
secret tied to his inheritance, he becomes the 
target of a ruthless nexus determined to keep 
the truth buried.
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A risk analyst battles a hidden criminal network in India, where 
every byte of data could be the key—or the kill switch

For Vivek Vaidyanath, numbers have always told the truth—until 
now. After a devastating incident in India involving the death of 
a friend in a suspicious accident, he’s thrust into a clandestine 

war against a criminal enterprise that operates like ghosts in the 
system. With the help of a covert task force, Vivek deciphers a 
trail of encrypted lies, uncovering a conspiracy that reaches the 
highest echelons of power. But in this game, the rules change by 

the minute, and one wrong calculation could cost him his life.

Thrust into a dark underworld of violence and betrayal, Vivek is 
hunted by gangsters and pursued by operatives determined to 
protect their secrets. As he navigates a labyrinth of deception—

from Mumbai’s gritty underbelly to Singapore’s skylines, 
Bangkok’s bustling markets, and South Africa’s untamed 

landscapes—Vivek must unravel the mysteries his friend left 
behind before he becomes the next target.

Filled with intrigue, murder and high-stakes crime, Crime. Code. 
Conspiracy.—the first in the WEB OF DECEIT trilogy—is a  

pulse-pounding thriller that delivers a breathless,  
adrenaline-fuelled ride. 

TRUTH HIDES IN SHADOWS

CRIME. CODE. CONSPIRACY.
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MANI  RAMAN  SUBRA
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TRAITORS. TARGETS. TRUTHS.

MANI  RAMAN  SUBRA
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When a covert operation unravels and betrayal strikes from 
within, two agents must navigate a deadly web of espionage 
and deception in the heart of Mumbai—where every ally 

could be a traitor, and the truth might be their downfall.

In the aftermath of Crime. Code. Conspiracy., the stakes grow 
darker. An unseen enemy has infiltrated the system, leaking 
secrets into the shadows. Every clue suggests betrayal from 

within, and each step forward only tightens the trap.

An attempted hit shakes the team, forcing Vivek and Ajay 
into a dangerous maze of surveillance, covert missions, and 
political deception. Mumbai turns into a pressure cooker, 
from crowded terminals to hidden alleys, where one wrong 

move could expose them.

As Operation Bauna Pakkad nears its climax, hunters risk 
becoming the hunted. Trust fractures, loyalties blur, and 
chaos reigns. Traitors. Targets. Truths.—the second book in 
the WEB OF DECEIT trilogy—is a relentless tale of espionage, 
betrayal, and survival—where truth itself becomes the 

deadliest weapon.

AN UNSEEN ENEMY
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SPIDERS. SNIPERS. SCANDALS.

SPID
ERS. SN
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The truth has been circling the edges for too long. Now it steps 
into the light.

Mumbai wakes to an ordinary morning, unaware that a silent, 
ruthless network is preparing to strike. Deep inside the STF’s 

operations, a dangerous leak threatens to unravel years of covert 
work. At the same time, Vivek—whose sharp instincts have guided 

him through every twist of this trilogy—stumbles upon a pattern 
of offshore transactions that feels wrong … and then terrifyingly 
right. The numbers whisper of killers, political puppeteers, and a 

plan already in motion.

As Ramakant and his team close in, alliances crack, identities 
crumble, and the masks come off. What they uncover is more 

sinister than anything they’ve faced before: a chain of murders, 
a honey trap woven with precision, and a scheme aimed at the 
very heart of national security. Every decision now is a gamble. 

Every delay is a countdown to catastrophe.

The web tightens. The hunters and the hunted finally meet. Only 
one side will walk out of the shadows.

In Spiders. Snipers. Scandals., the explosive conclusion to the 
WEB OF DECEIT trilogy, loyalties are tested, intuition becomes 
the strongest weapon, and survival depends on seeing the truth 

before it strikes.

A HIDDEN CONSPIRACY RISES 
FROM THE SHADOWS, AND THE FINAL 

BATTLE BEGINS.
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BOOK 3

Mani Raman Subra is a finance expert with over 40 years 
of experience in banking and financial services.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Firm meets The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.

VISUALS: Encrypted data trails lighting up dark war rooms, covert 
surveillance operations, shadowy boardroom deals, and a lone 
man racing to untangle a web of power before it tightens around 
him.

THEMES: A system-wide conspiracy where intelligence is deadlier 
than force and the only way to survive the tightening hunt is to 
see through the web of deceit.

A routine inheritance pulls Vivek Vaidyanath into a 
dangerous world of dark money and global conspiracy. 
Armed only with financial data trails, he teams up with 
an elite STF analytics unit to uncover a deadly nexus 
of drug networks, political power, and betrayal. As the 
hunt deepens, Vivek must expose the masterminds 
pulling the strings before the web closes in.

Cinematic Synopsis



Thriller
RIGHTS: World

Fourteen years after a teenager’s mysterious 
death, an Indian immigrant and a psychoanalyst 
sift through buried memories and small-town 
secrets to uncover why she had to die.

Lana Sabarwal is a novelist and an economist.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Gone Girl meets Mystic River.

VISUALS: Fog-drenched small-town streets, a shallow creek where 
a body was found, faded photographs and scattered letters, and 
two investigators piecing together a past the town wants buried.

THEMES: Memory, truth, and the cost of silence as long-buried 
secrets resurface in a community built on rumour and denial.

The body of popular teenager Maya Hickman is found in 
a shallow creek. 14 years later, Indian immigrant Munna 
Dhingra begins receiving cryptic clues that reopen the 
case. With the help of a brilliant psychoanalyst, he must 
untangle broken memories and vicious small-town 
gossip to uncover the truth behind her death.

Cinematic Synopsis



True Crime & 

investigative Dramas



True Crime
RIGHTS: World

The ultimate Bollywood-style true crime saga, 
this book uncovers the audacious rise and fall 
of Abdul Karim Telgi, the master conman who 
engineered a staggering ₹25,000 crore stamp 
paper scam.

Telgi and the stamp scam? Didn’t that happen a quarter of a century ago? 
Why now?

Because the complete story of the counterfeiter and scamster has never been 
told before.

Because the story of the sheer innovation and audacity of an underdog needs to 
be told.

Because the complex web of corruption involving lawmakers and law-keepers 
continues.

Because the crime has all the overtones of a Bollywood potboiler, replete with 
chases, corrupt government officials and policemen, political chicanery, bar 
dancers and yes, a murder too!

Because of the many unanswered questions that remain, so many years after the 
crime and the death of Abdul Karim Ladsaab Telgi in 2017.

How was it possible for a man like Telgi to establish a pan-India ‘business’ – over 
eighteen cities in thirteen states, multiple properties and 123 bank accounts – and 
reach such dizzying heights of power and pelf, amassing a personal wealth of over 
Rs 17,000 crore while swindling the economy to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore? 
How did he manage to undermine the hallowed institutions of India? What was 
the size of the scam? How did the CBI peg the figure at a mere fraction of the 
guesstimated amount?

The Counterfeiter chronicles the audacious swindle by the flamboyant 
mastermind in a blow-by-blow account of its execution, investigation, charge 
sheets, legal developments, Telgi’s incarceration, trial, death – and finally 
exoneration. An unputdownable true-crime dossier.

– Vinita Dawra Nangia
(Executive Editor, The Times of India, Director Write India)

“Bhaswar is an engaging storyteller whose short stories almost always find their 
way to the best of the lot sent for Write India … his stories have made it to the Top 
10 for five author prompts.” 
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“Bhaswar Mukherjee is a writer of 
promise and I wish him the very best.” 
           – Amitav Ghosh
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Bhaswar Mukherjee has a degree in mechanical 
engineering and an MBA from IIM-Bangalore.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Scam 1992 meets Bad Boy Billionaires.

VISUALS: The imagery leans into a “Bollywood Noir” aesthetic, 
emphasizing the contrast between Telgi’s modest origins and his 
staggering, corrupt wealth.

THEMES: The terrifying ease with which one man’s audacity can 
dismantle the integrity of a nation’s hallowed institutions.

From a humble start to a ₹25,000 crore empire, 
The Counterfeiter follows Abdul Karim Telgi as he 
masterminds India’s most audacious stamp paper 
scam. Spanning 74 cities and involving a web of corrupt 
officials and political chicanery, this true-crime story 
tracks his meteoric rise, his life behind bars, and the 
unanswered questions left after his death.

Cinematic Synopsis



True Crime
RIGHTS: World

The definitive, first-hand account of the 
landmark seven-year legal battle that redefined 
India’s insolvency laws and delivered justice to 
thousands of homebuyers.

ombooksinternational ombooksdelhiombooksinternationalofficial
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Non-fiction
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In August 2017, Jaypee Infratech Limited, a towering giant in the Indian 
real estate and infrastructure sector, found itself mired in a labyrinth 
of insolvency proceedings, sending shockwaves through the industry. 
Among the many stakeholders involved, the thousands of homebuyers 
who had invested their hard-earned savings in Jaypee Infratech’s 
residential projects were hit the hardest by the proceedings, leaving 
them wondering if their dream home would ever come true.

The long-drawn insolvency process spanned the course of nearly seven 
years as the insolvency professional leading the case navigated through 
a maze of complications, supported by his legal adviser. The turbulent 
process finally ended in June 2024, as the company emerged triumphant 
with a successful resolution, seeking to reclaim its position as a leading 
player in the real estate sector with almost all stakeholders emerging 
victorious.

In The Jaypee Infra Insolvency Saga, Sumant Batra, India’s most reputed 
insolvency lawyer, who played a crucial role in the process and the 
positive outcomes, presents the first-hand account of what will arguably 
go down in the annals of history as one of the most significant insolvency 
proceedings. He offers an exhaustive account of the resolute fight that 
thousands of homebuyers put up to get their homes. 

By making this an invaluable chronicle of an extraordinary case and 
the triumph of India’s insolvency regime, the book underscores the 
importance of a robust insolvency framework in an economy. 

‘An outstanding amalgam of law and literature ... in his inimitable style, 
Sumant Batra has given a literary flavour to this important judgment.’

JUSTICE ARJAN K. SIKRI,
Former Judge, Supreme Court of India; International Judge,

Singapore International Commercial Court

‘A remarkable book. A lesson in beautiful writing.’
DR BIBEK DEBROY,

Chairman, Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council

‘Jaypee Infra insolvency....a chronicle of complications.’
JUSTICE DINESH MAHESHWARI,

Judge, Supreme Court, in Jaypee Kensington Judgment 

Sumant Batra is India’s leading insolvency lawyer and 
among the top thirty globally.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: 99 Homes meets The Rainmaker.

VISUALS: To capture the cinematic essence, the visuals should 
reflect the high-stakes tension of a legal thriller, the vast scale of 
“Empire vs. Individual.”

THEMES: A landmark chronicle of India’s most complex seven-
year legal battle, where the grit of 20,000 homebuyers and a new 
insolvency regime finally triumphed over the collapse of a real 
estate giant.

When a towering giant of Indian infrastructure, 
Jaypee Infratech Limited, collapses into a labyrinth of 
insolvency, it sends shockwaves through the nation’s 
economy and leaves thousands of families in the dark. 
At stake are not just billions of rupees, but the hard-
earned life savings of homebuyers who find themselves 
caught in a grueling seven-year legal war.

Cinematic Synopsis



True Crime
RIGHTS: World

A gripping collection of eight true-crime stories 
from the Hindi heartland, tracing three decades 
of police investigations where truth proves 
stranger than fiction.

ombooksinternational ombooksdelhiombooksinternationalofficial
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True Accounts of Crime from the 
Hindi Heartland

Aloke Lal and Maanas Lal
ON THE TRAIL OF THUGS AND THIEVES

A train wreck becomes an 
opportunity for thievery.

A young woman thwarts a burglary attempt 
but is robbed of the dignity to exercise her choice 

because of her impoverished background.

An indigent village is looted to feed the nexus between 
the authorities and the criminals.

Crimes against humanity hold a universal truth: 
poverty is the worst form of violence. Its wounds run 

deep as they violate basic human rights and dignity. 

On the Trail of Thugs and Thieves firmly belongs to the 
genre of truth being stranger than fiction as it traces 
the footsteps of former Director-General of Police 
Aloke Lal through thirty-seven years of adorning 
the khaki. The gripping accounts of sensational 

larcenies from the yellowing pages of police records 
reveal that while it is easy for the police to deal 

with crimes as per the law, it is onerous to heal the 
social malaise that causes them. Though the larger 
implications of solving these crimes are priceless 
because lives are saved, reformed and dignified.

The human narratives recounted with wit, humour 
and a great deal of sensitivity by the decorated IPS 

officer not only expose inhumanity of the gross 
kind, but also evoke moral outrage and shake our 

collective conscience.

‘Set in the Hindi heartland, these intricate investigations into 
different types of crime make for a riveting read...The Lals are truly 

gifted storytellers.’

K. Vijay Kumar, former Director-General CRPF, author of Veerappan: 
Chasing the Brigand

Aloke Lal and Maanas Lal

India’s Favourite 
Crime-writing Duo

ON THE 
TRAIL OF 
THUGS
AND
THIEVES

Aloke Lal is a gold medallist IIT-ian and he joined the 
Indian Police Service (IPS) in 1975. Maanas Lal is a 
software engineer and ex-Infoscion.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Delhi Crime meets Article 15.

VISUALS: To capture the cinematic soul of On the Trail of Thugs 
and Thieves, the visuals must blend the gritty realism of the 
Indian “khaki” experience with the atmospheric tension of the 
rural heartland.

THEMES: A haunting exploration of the human condition in 
India’s heartland, where eight true-crime investigations reveal 
that while the law can catch a criminal, only justice can heal the 
violence of poverty.

Former Director-General of Police Aloke Lal uncovers 
eight shocking true-crime stories from the heart of 
India. From a train wreck targeted by looters to a 
village stripped of its dignity by a corrupt nexus, these 
investigations reveal the dark reality of a landscape 
where truth is stranger than fiction. It is a gritty look at 
the burden of the law and the social malaise of poverty.

Cinematic Synopsis



True Crime
RIGHTS: World

A senior police officer’s unflinching investigation 
into the systemic failures behind India’s missing 
children, offering a humane call for reform and a 
roadmap for justice and healing.

US $ 00.00   £ 00.00

www.ombooksinternational.com 00000000

Non-fiction/
True Crime/

Society
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Broken Childhoods, Fractured Systems, 
and the Pursuit of Justice in India

SIMALA PRASAD

SHE
GGooeess

MISSING

Every eight minutes, a child goes missing in India. Behind each 
disappearance lies not only a personal tragedy but also a systemic failure—
of families, communities, and the state. In She Goes Missing: Broken 
Childhoods, Fractured Systems, and the Pursuit of Justice in India, senior 
police officer and academic Simala Prasad investigates the disturbing 
realities behind these cases, drawing on her unique vantage point from 
years in frontline policing and research into childhood, trauma, and  
social identity.

Far from being a straightforward tale of rescue and recovery, this book 
reveals how the very institutions meant to protect children—police 
stations, shelters, courts—often inflict further harm. Yet Prasad also shares 
stories of hope, where compassionate investigation and survivor-led 
approaches have led to healing and justice.

Blending real-life case narratives with the insights of thinkers like 
Erikson, Bronfenbrenner, Bourdieu, and Foucault, She Goes Missing offers 
a rare, multidimensional look at the crisis of missing children. It is a 
deeply humane call for victim-sensitive policing, systemic reform, and a 
renewed understanding of children not as passive victims, but as agents of 
resilience and resistance.

Urgent, unflinching, and ultimately hopeful, this is a vital book for 
parents, educators, policymakers—and anyone who believes that no child 
should ever disappear into silence.

SIM
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PRASAD
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System

s, and the Pursuit of 
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The book is a call to conscience. It urges the nation to 
acknowledge the depth of the crisis and take meaningful 

steps to safeguard her daughters.
 —The Wire

Simala Prasad’s writing urges society to look beyond the paperwork 
and see the human being whose life is suspended in uncertainty.

—The Week

Foreword by
Dr Kiran Bedi

Simala Prasad is an Indian Police Service (IPS) officer 
from the 2011 batch.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Mardaani meets Bhakshak.

VISUALS: The aesthetic juxtaposes the stark, bureaucratic 
coldness of the Indian justice system with the haunting, fractured 
reality of the children it fails.

THEMES: An exposé of the systemic failures and social prejudices 
that abandon India’s missing children, serving as an urgent call to 
replace apathy with justice.

In She Goes Missing, senior IPS officer Simala Prasad 
reveals the disturbing reality that a child vanishes every 
eight minutes in India. Drawing on years of frontline 
policing, she exposes how the very systems meant 
to protect children—police, shelters, and courts—
frequently fail them. Through raw case studies, Prasad 
demands systemic reform and a compassionate, 
survivor-led pursuit of justice.

Cinematic Synopsis



Atmospheric 
Horror



Horror
RIGHTS: World

In the misty hills of Darjeeling, a malevolent 
presence binds a child’s nightmare to a couple’s 
fight for survival across decades.

“Abhirup Dhar, a distinguished figure in the realm 
of horror literature, is celebrated for his mastery of 
the genre.”

—The Times of India 

ABHIRUP DHAR

In the misty hills of Darjeeling, a six-year-old Ricky feels a 
malevolent presence lurking in the shadows of his new home. 
From the night he wakes up from a bad dream, nothing is ever 
the same again. As his family is faced with an onslaught of 
supernatural disturbances, they turn to a psychic for answers, 
only to unearth secrets that defy all rules of reality.

Decades later, in the same house, Karma and Sakshi find 
themselves trapped in a nightmare of paranormal terror. 
As their secluded home becomes a battleground for sinister 
forces, a relentless storm seals them in, cutting off any hope 
of escape. As they confront the chilling truth that lies hidden 
within the walls of their home, they are forced to question 
everything they once knew.

What powers move in the house? What is its history? Are 
Ricky and Karma connected? What truths are Karma and 
Sakshi evading? In a house where every corner holds a secret 
and an old antique mirror hides the answers, everyone must 
confront their deepest fears before it’s too late.

In Karma, Abhirup Dhar spins a web of twisted realities, 
where the boundaries between the past and the present are 
blurred to foreground the truly haunting aspect of life—death.
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Fiction/
Horror

Abhirup Dhar is a Kolkata-born bestselling author.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Shining meets Raaz.

VISUALS: Misty hill station vibes, a claustrophobic heritage home, 
stormy nights, and supernatural suspense.

THEMES: Generational curses, blurred realities, the afterlife, and 
psychological horror.

Six-year-old Ricky senses an evil presence in his new 
Darjeeling home, unearthing secrets that defy reality. 
Decades later, in the same secluded house, Karma and 
Sakshi are trapped by a relentless storm. As paranormal 
terror rises, they must face the house’s dark history. An 
antique mirror holds the key to the twisted connection 
between past and present.

Cinematic Synopsis



Horror
RIGHTS: World

A family moving into a haunted heritage 
mansion in post-COVID Matheran must confront 
a vicious spirit and unearth the house’s tragic 
past of love and loss to save their son.

US $ 7.99   £ 6.99

www.ombooksinternational.com 00029500

Fiction/
Thriller
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SOHAM P. SHAH

BLOOD MOON

BLOOD MOON

Two years after the outbreak of COVID-19, the tourist destination of 
Matheran, nestled in the picturesque hills of Maharashtra, is slowly 

coming back to life. But amid the apparent calm, something is amiss, with 
locals warning against haunted paths and possessed horses. Soon, an 

inexplicable death is reported.

The mystery deepens when businessman Aditya Malhotra arrives in 
town with his wife, young son and two nieces to restore his newly bought 

property, the dilapidated Cecil Lodge, to its former glory as the local 
hospitality industry’s crown jewel. When a vicious spirit wreaks havoc and 
endangers the life of little “Sid”, the Malhotras are compelled to dig deep 

into the mansion’s secretive past—a tale of love and loss.

In his debut novel, Blood Moon, film-maker Soham P. Shah weaves together 
a bone-chilling narrative where the horrors of the supernatural are 

matched only by those of human tragedy, infusing every page with thrill 
and pathos in equal measure.

“An entertaining and unique page-turner…
unputdownable. The cinematic use of imagery results 

in a visually enticing mystery that is full of scary 
moments. Apt for a Bollywood movie or web series!”

—BIPASHA BASU SINGH GROVER, ACTOR 

“Soham’s forte as a director has been his visuals, which 
reflects in his novel too. He creates a unique world, 
with an emotional concept of postpartum psychosis 

blending very well with a horror story.  
A sure-shot page-turner!”

—ESHA DEOL, ACTOR 

“Soham has always been drawn to subjects that have 
not been told before. I enjoy the freshness he brings to 

storytelling through uncharted locations, real-life characters 
and a novel plot. You are in for a spine-chilling horror.”

—ABHISHEK BACHCHAN, actor
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Soham P. Shah’s career in advertising and film-making 
spans a period of around twenty-six years. After assist-
ing well-known film-makers Karan Johar and Ram Gopal 
Varma in Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham (2001) and Bhoot 
(2003) respectively, Shah made his directorial debut with 
Kaal (2005) and followed it with the action-thriller Luck 
(2009). 

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Haunting of Hill House meets The Others.

VISUALS: Atmospheric, haunted horror set in a picturesque but 
eerie heritage hill station.

THEMES: Classic haunted house mystery, family struggle, and a 
tragic backstory of love and loss.

Two years after COVID, Matheran is coming back to life 
... but locals whisper of haunted paths. When Aditya 
Malhotra and his family move into the dilapidating Cecil 
Lodge to restore it, a vicious spirit endangers his young 
son. The family must dig into the mansion’s secretive 
past—a tale of love and loss—to survive.

Cinematic Synopsis



Speculative Fiction



Speculative Fiction
RIGHTS: World

A dark, high-stakes fantasy where myth, grief, 
and rebellion collide as a boy discovers he’s 
bound to a spirit born of smoke and vengeance.
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When shadows are your birthright, even the light becomes 
a battlefield.

When a ghost ship from Edo crashes against the cliffs of Wales, only 
one survivor is found—a child swathed in crimson silk. Raised as 
Viktor Bran, he grows up caught between two worlds, unaware of 
the dark legacy pulsing through his veins. 

Years later, Viktor runs a lonely inn on the icy edge of Hokkaidō, 
content with anonymity—until the night an assassin stitched from 
corpses smashes through his door. Hunted by necromancers, 
ironclad golems, and horrors that refuse to stay dead, Viktor learns 
the truth: he is part of a forgotten bloodline of the Enenra, beings 
forged of shadow, smoke, and prophecy. As a death-god gathers his 
armies to plunge the world into eternal night, Viktor is thrust into a 
realm of ancient brotherhoods, forbidden magic, and beasts cursed 
by moonlight. Guided by a scarred warrior, he must master the 
darkness within before it consumes him. When the brotherhood’s 
sanctuary falls under siege, Viktor faces the ultimate choice: embrace 
the monster he fears … or watch the world burn.

Aryan Agarwal’s debut is a work of vivid imagination and masterful 
world-building, weaving a dark, immersive tale where each twist 
deepens the intrigue, pulling readers through a richly layered 
narrative of magic, myth and identity.

Aryan Agarwal

“The fantastical, the phantasmagorical and the philosophical 
meet in this many-layered work of speculative fiction, in a 
compelling narrative that defies easy classification.” 

—Namita Gokhale

THE 
ORDER 

OF THE

ENENRA

Aryan Agarwal is in Grade 12 at The Cathedral and John 
Connon School in Mumbai. Over the past two years, in 
between schoolwork and exams, Aryan has poured his 
imagination into crafting this world. 

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Witcher meets Shadow and Bone.

VISUALS: Ethereal and brutal; smoke curling into human form, 
mist-shrouded ruins, and firelit battles.

THEMES: A dark, emotionally charged fantasy about identity, loss, 
and the defiance of fate.

A ghost ship from Edo crashes in Wales, leaving one 
survivor: a child raised as Viktor Bran. Years later, he 
runs a lonely inn in Hokkaidō, until an assassin stitched 
from corpses smashes through his door. Hunted, Viktor 
learns he is the last of the Enenra, beings of shadow 
and smoke, and must master the darkness within or 
watch the world burn.

Cinematic Synopsis



Speculative Fiction
RIGHTS: World

When a computer scientist mysteriously vanishes 
in Chicago, his three children begin to manifest 
terrifying psychic powers that may be the key to 
uncovering the truth behind his disappearance 
and a force far beyond human understanding.

Anurag isn’t just a computer scientist. He’s a master of neural 
exploration and out-of-body travel. During a routine visit to 
Chicago to troubleshoot Y2K systems at a financial firm, he 
vanishes without a trace. No messages. No remains. Just a cold 
trail—and a family left in the dark.

Twenty years later, his three children are awakening to terrifying 
abilities they never asked for. Karan slips into others’ dreams, 
where whispers and shadows wait. Abhi watches the world 
through ghost-like eyes, drifting into moments he shouldn’t 
witness. And Chandra, the youngest, steps into photographs … 
and walks straight into the dead past.

As their powers grow, so does the darkness around them. 
They’re being watched. Hunted. Underworld syndicates, cults, and 
something older—something not entirely human—want what’s 
inside their minds. Secrets long buried claw their way to the 
surface. To find out what happened to their father, they’ll have to 
risk not just their lives … but their sanity.

Because some doors, once opened, don’t close again.
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‘…a confident debut … With an engaging and unique 
plot, this is a must-read.’ 

– The Times of India

‘[This] debut sci-fi thriller packs a punch … 
an author to definitely watch out for!’ 

– Hindustan Times

‘… a compelling, genre-defying thriller that masterfully blends 
science, the supernatural, and emotional family ties. … An 
extraordinary debut that deserves wide recognition.’

– Sagarika Chakraborty, author of The Journey of a Mother 
(adapted into the National Award-winning film  

Mrs Chatterjee vs Norway)

‘An edge-of-the-seat ride that brings together multiple worlds 
of intrigue, suspense and thrills.’ 

– Anirban Bhattacharyya, bestselling author and creator of 
Savdhaan India

Shiladitya Niyogi is the bestselling author of How Some 
Small Businesses Get Their Ducks in a Row and Grow and 
Lean Customer Engagement. His books have climbed 
into Amazon’s Top 100 Business Bestsellers and drawn 
praise from thought leaders around the globe.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS:  Stranger Things meets Inception.

VISUALS: A sleek sci-fi thriller; neon-lit cities, dreamscapes, and 
shadowy labs where science meets the spirit world.

THEMES: Psychic powers, inherited trauma, and the blurred 
boundaries between mind and matter.

A computer scientist mastering out-of-body travel 
vanishes during a Y2K check. Twenty years later, his 
three children awaken with terrifying psychic abilities: 
one slips into dreams, one drifts like a ghost, and the 
youngest walks into photographs and the past. Hunted 
by cults, they must risk their sanity to find their father.

Cinematic Synopsis



Folklore & Epic 
Universes



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

During a pandemic lockdown, 3 children 
stranded in the mystical forests of the Eastern 
Ghats uncover ancient legends and face a 
mythical enemy in a race to protect the world’s 
most powerful secret—the Pure Seed.

Stranded in the treacherous depths of the forests of the Eastern 
Ghats – a region steeped in ancient lore – amidst a pandemic-
triggered lockdown, siblings Magadh, Yukti, and their new friend 
Rudra race against time to confront and stop an ancient enemy. 
As one fateful night uncovers many legends with danger lurking 
in every shadow, will their friendship overcome the malevolent 
forces at play? Will the journey lead to the discovery of the ‘Pure 
Seed’? Will General Xilian and his men succeed in their plot to 
take advantage of the situation?

The Pure Seed is the first book in the Nectar on the Seven Hills 
trilogy. In this epic fantasy adventure, Prabhu Ram blends 
Indian mythology with those of other civilizations while offering 
a different perspective on historical events. This breathless race 
against time is an unputdownable, breathtaking read.

Follow us on: www.nectaronthesevenhills.com

US $ 8.95   £ 7.99

www.ombooksinternational.com 00032500
MRP
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Fiction / Fantasy / 
Mythology 

An epic, a brilliantly crafted plot and a captivating 
twist to a pivotal moment in Indian mythology!

NATIONAL BESTSELLER Prabhu Ram is a banker, bilingual writer, novelist, and an 
avid music enthusiast. He is a strong advocate for mental 
health and well-being, using literature and education as 
tools to raise awareness.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Chronicles of Narnia meets Percy Jackson (with Indian 
mythology).

VISUALS: Enchanted forests, glowing relics, mythical creatures, 
and epic battles of light vs. dark.

THEMES: Courage, friendship, destiny, and the timeless struggle 
between good and evil.

Stranded in the ancient forests of the Eastern Ghats 
during a lockdown, siblings Magadh, Yukti, and their 
friend Rudra race against time. They must confront an 
ancient enemy and protect the ‘Pure Seed.’ As legends 
come alive, their friendship is tested against malevolent 
forces.

Cinematic Synopsis



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

This is the untold saga of Shakuni, the 
prince of Gandhar and antagonist of the 
Mahabharata, revealing the loss, vengeance, 
and vow that turned him into the epic’s 
ultimate puppet master.

“Well researched, lucid 
and pacy. The book 
gives the readers a 

new perspective 
on the epic from 

Shakuni’s viewpoint. 
A MUST READ!”

‒MUKESH KHANNA
(Bheeshma)

Shakuni, the hundredth son of King Subala, the youngest 

prince of Gandhar, the beloved brother of Gandhari, and… 

one of the most fascinating antagonists of the Mahabharata.

A young prince—who had ambitions to rise in his 

kingdom, the zeal to achieve his destiny by any means, and 

unprecedented love for his sister—became one of the biggest 

villains of Hindu mythology. What were his compulsions? 

What were his motivations? What was his vow?

Gandhar is visited by the formidable Bheeshma, son of 

Ganga—a moment that sets in motion a saga we all know, yet 

seldom hear about in the words of the one who sparked it 

all. This is the untold story of Shakuni, how he watched his 

family fall, left behind the love of his life and journeyed to 

Hastinapur with vengeance burning in his heart. His tale, one 

woven with loss, cunning and the eternal clash of dharma 

and adharma, will now unfold.

Explore the Mahabharata anew through the lens of 

Shakuni—his story, his character and the actor who brought 

him to life. Step into the memories of Gufi Paintal, the 

masterful actor who immortalized Shakuni Mama in the 

legendary TV serial Mahabharat.

“TERRIFIC!!! 
Mamashree aka  

Gufi ji has unleashed 
yet another dynamic 

trait of his ... This 
time as a spellbinding 

storyteller!”
‒PUNEET ISSAR

(Duryodhana)

“A powerful and unique retelling of the Mahabharata like none other!
YOU SIMPLY CANNOT MISS READING THIS”  

–FEROZ KHAN (Arjuna)
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Gufi Paintal is an Indian actor, director, production 
designer, casting director and a lyricist. He played 
Shakuni in Mahabharat.
Sapan Saxena is a contemporary fiction writer and a 
software engineer.
Goldie Tucker is an Indian film producer who has 
produced over 2,500 episodes of high-quality television 
shows for various broadcasters.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Maleficent meets Game of Thrones (political saga).

VISUALS: Rich, epic-scale political drama and mythological stakes.

THEMES: An antagonist’s origin story, exploring the vengeance and 
vow that created a legendary villain.

Before he was the villain, he was the youngest prince 
of Gandhar, a beloved brother. This is the untold story 
of Shakuni: how he watched his family fall, left his love 
behind, and journeyed to Hastinapur with vengeance 
burning in his heart. A story of loss, cunning, and the 
clash of dharma and adharma.

Cinematic Synopsis



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

After awakening with amnesia, a man must 
solve cryptic riddles hidden in ancient temples 
to stop a secret society from assembling a 
deadly mythological weapon that could trigger 
the end of the world.

Rudra vanishes without a trace—only to awaken 2,000 
kilometres away, in a hospital, with no memory of the eleven 
days he has lost. But the visions don’t stop. A medieval 
fort. An ancient temple. A looming sense of dread. As he 
retraces his steps, Rudra uncovers a chilling truth: his life 
has been a lie. His parents are part of the Guruputras, a 
secret society led by a mysterious figure determined to 
find an age-old, deadly weapon that will trigger the end 
of the world.

With only fragmented memories of an eleven-day 
adventure and an unlikely ally—Kshitip, a factory colleague 
with secrets of his own—Rudra must solve cryptic riddles 
hidden in ancient temples across India. Each riddle unlocks 
a piece of the weapon. But they aren’t alone. Mercenaries 
trail them. Time is running out. Why do Rudra and Kshitip 
feel drawn to this mission? What ties them to the ancient 
past? And if the goal is to destroy the weapon, why must 
they first assemble it?

A mythological thriller where history and legend collide, 
Arsenal of the Gods explores whether our epics are memories 
buried in time … or prophecies waiting to be fulfilled.

www.ombooksinternational.com 00039500
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Fiction/Mythology/
Fantasy

“A recommended power-packed read!”
 – The Times of India

“A masterpiece with a unique story, great 
characters and an amazing ending.” 

– Mid-Day

Ajeet Pratap Singh is a chocolatier with a passion for 
storytelling. He is an alumnus of HBTU Kanpur. Ajeet is 
an ardent admirer of high fantasy and wishes to create 
his own fantasy universe someday.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: National Treasure meets The Bourne Identity (with myth-
ological weapons).

VISUALS: A fast-paced race through famous and forgotten ancient 
Indian temples.

THEMES: Amnesia, forgotten pasts, and a modern action-thriller 
colliding with ancient prophecy.

Rudra awakens in a hospital with no memory of the last 
eleven days. As visions of forts and temples haunt him, 
he uncovers a chilling truth: his life is a lie. His parents 
are part of a secret society seeking a deadly ancient 
weapon. With an unlikely ally, Rudra must solve riddles 
across India to find the weapon first.

Cinematic Synopsis



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

A thrilling blend of history, mythology, and 
modern-day conspiracy, where a quest for a 
lost artifact leads to a deadly secret guarded by 
an ancient cult.

US $ 9.99   £ 8.99
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Christopher C. Doyle has written articles on 
management and business for several publications.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: National Treasure meets The Da Vinci Code (Indian 
Context).

VISUALS: Ancient temples, cryptic puzzles, high-speed chases, and 
historical flashbacks to the epic age.

THEMES: Secret societies, mythological conspiracies, scientific 
secrets in ancient texts, and the struggle to protect cultural heritage.

Vijay Singh sets out on a frantic search for his 
grandfather, who has been kidnapped by a mysterious 
organization. The clues lead him across the Indian 
subcontinent, chasing ancient secrets tied to the 
Mahabharata and the legendary ‘Nine Unknown Men.’ 
As the line between myth and reality blurs, Vijay must 
unlock a hidden, scientific secret from the epic age 
before it falls into the wrong hands.

Cinematic Synopsis



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

A mind-bending saga of Kalki Avatar, it is 
mankind’s last hope against the wrath of 
the Asura guru Shukra, involving Vedic lore, 
mythical weapons, time travel, and technology.

Neetika Modi is a dental surgeon by profession, also a 
spiritual seeker and a lifelong student of Vedanta. She 
has immersed herself into the ancient wisdom of India, 
unravelling the secrets of Vedanta for the modern world.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Matrix meets Brahmastra.

VISUALS: A high-concept fusion of ancient Hindu mythology and 
cutting-edge science fiction.

THEMES: The end-of-days prophecy, mythical weapons, time trav-
el, and the Avatar’s internal struggle.

As the Kali Yuga marches on, the Asura guru Shukra 
unleashes a plan to destroy mankind. Kalki Avatar, 
humanity’s last hope, must rise. But first, he must 
confront family skeletons and stem the rot within 
his own house before he can take on his diabolical 
adversaries in a saga that spans time travel, tech, and 
Vedic lore.

Cinematic Synopsis



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

A time-traveling female Krishna must defeat a 
tyrant to save a dying planet.
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Non-fiction

3024 AD

Earth is a post-apocalyptic wasteland whose last 
sanctuary is the artificial city of Mathura—encased in 
a dome and ruled by the tyrant Kams.

With nature being a distant memory, the immortal 
inhabitants of Mathura rely on synthetic food 
and water for their survival. They are forbidden to 
reproduce due to a prophecy that foretells the birth 
of Krishna, a female superhero destined to travel back 
in time and prevent the cataclysmic events that led to 
the planet’s destruction, thereby paving the way for 
Kams’s eventual downfall.

Author, entrepreneur and film-maker Madhureeta 
Anand’s book Krishna Circus is a pioneering attempt in 
reimagining mythology within a superhero universe, 
forging key connections among contemporary issues 
of gender and ecology.
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Fiction/
Mythology

Earth has become a post-apocalyptic wasteland, with its last 
sanctuary being the artificial city of Mathura—encased in a dome 
and ruled by the tyrant Kams.

With nature being a distant memory, the immortal inhabitants 
of Mathura rely on synthetic food and water for sustenance. A 
prophecy, which has also forbidden them to reproduce, foretells 
the birth of Krishna, a female superhero. She is destined to travel 
back in time, prevent the cataclysmic events that led to the planet’s 
destruction, and eventually seal Kams’s downfall.

Author, entrepreneur and film-maker Madhureeta Anand’s book 
Krishna Circus reimagines mythology within a superhero universe, 
forging key connections among contemporary issues of gender 
and ecology.

She’s traveling back in time to save 
Mother Earth. KRISHNA CIRCUS

Madhureeta Anand

CIRCUS
KRISHNA
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Madhureeta Anand is a multifaceted author, 
entrepreneur, filmmaker and activist.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Wonder Woman meets Kalki 2898 AD.

VISUALS: The visual narrative shifts from the cramped, high-tech 
corridors to the sudden, explosive presence of Krishna, a female 
superhero whose arrival disrupts the artificial order.

THEMES: It explores the urgent battle to reclaim a dying Earth 
from ecological collapse and the tyranny of a post-apocalyptic 
regime. It centers on the resilience of a female superhero as 
she challenges gender norms and navigates time to restore the 
balance of nature.

In the post-apocalyptic, domed city of Mathura, the 
tyrant Kams rules a world where nature is a distant 
memory. To save Earth, a female superhero named 
Krishna must fulfill a prophecy by traveling back in 
time to prevent the planet’s destruction and topple 
Kams’s regime. This saga reimagines ancient mythology 
through a modern lens, exploring urgent themes of 
ecology and gender.

Cinematic Synopsis



Mythological Fiction
RIGHTS: World

In the aftermath of the Mahabharata, an 
undercover spy’s forbidden romance ignites a 
political firestorm.
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Fiction

Sanjam, an Aryavrata spy, infiltrates an armed rebel organization 
called the Band to discover its origin, secrets, and agendas. As he 
rises in the ranks, he falls for a brave female warrior of the outfit, 
Madhu, who unwittingly exchanges secrets with the spy, even as the 
threat from an evil king, Banasura, looms large.

Realizing that calamity is waiting to strike, Dwarkadhish Krishna 
meets Lord Shiva, apprising him of the danger lurking around them. 

With time, Madhu and Sanjam venture to the kingdom of Sonitpura, 
where they profess their love for each other, and all hell breaks loose.

Who are Madhu and Sanjam in reality? Why does their love story 
cause political chaos in Aryavrata and result in a colossal war 
between two gods? And who will win the war when Shiva and 
Krishna face one another?

Taking off from a legend from his home state, Antar Atreya crafts 
a fascinating tale of one of ancient India’s bloodiest wars, set in 
the aftermath of the Kurukshetra battle, where mythology meets 
espionage and gods wage war on one another.

Mythology meets espionage in Mythology meets espionage in 
Antar Atreya’s page-turner Antar Atreya’s page-turner 
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“One book all fans of Indian mythology can read and enjoy!”
— The Times of India

Sanjam, an Aryavrata spy, infiltrates an armed rebel organization 
called the Band to discover its origin, secrets, and agendas. As he 
rises in the ranks, he falls for a brave female warrior of the outfit, 
Madhu, who unwittingly exchanges secrets with the spy, even as the 
threat from an evil king, Banasura, looms large.

Realizing that calamity is waiting to strike, Dwarkadhish Krishna 
meets Lord Shiva, apprising him of the danger lurking around them. 

With time, Madhu and Sanjam venture to the kingdom of Sonitpura, 
where they profess their love for each other, and all hell breaks loose.

Who are Madhu and Sanjam in reality? Why does their love story 
cause political chaos in Aryavrata and result in a colossal war 
between two gods? And who will win the war when Shiva and 
Krishna face one another?

Taking off from a legend from his home state, Antar Atreya crafts 
a fascinating tale of one of ancient India’s bloodiest wars, set in 
the aftermath of the Kurukshetra battle, where mythology meets 
espionage and gods wage war on one another.

Antar Atreya is a bestselling and award-winning 
author, speaker, mythology enthusiast, and 
writing coach.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Raazi meets Troy.

VISUALS: Its cinematic visuals begin in the shadows of ancient 
Aryavrata, where the gritty, clandestine world of espionage meets 
the high-stakes rebellion of a hidden organisation known as the 
Band.

THEMES: It explores the explosive intersection of human 
espionage and divine destiny, where a spy’s forbidden love triggers 
a political collapse. It centres on the philosophical and physical 
confrontation between Krishna and Shiva as they are forced to 
choose between their cosmic duties and the lives of mortals.

After the great Mahabharata war, a spy named 
Sanjam goes undercover to infiltrate a rebel group but 
unexpectedly falls in love with a warrior named Madhu. 
Their forbidden romance sparks a political crisis that 
draws in the evil King Banasura and threatens the peace 
of Aryavrata. As tensions explode, the conflict escalates 
into a massive divine war, forcing the gods Krishna and 
Shiva to face each other in a world-shaking battle.

Cinematic Synopsis



Period Sagas



Historical Fiction
RIGHTS: World

A powerful retelling of the women, queens, 
warriors, and powerbrokers who shaped 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s court and the rise of 
the Sikh Empire from within the zenana.

‘An important exploration of a lesser-known aspect of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh’s mighty empire: the intrigue and rivalry between the women close 

to the throne as well as the significant influence they wielded.’
—Navtej Sarna, former diplomat and author of The Exile

Punjab’s legendary eighteenth-century ruler, Ranjit Singh, is best known 
as the architect of a glorious Sikh kingdom. Lesser known are the women 

who were closest to him. This book uncovers a rich and exhilarating 
tapestry of relationships woven around the stellar monarch. His mother, 
Mai Malwain, the one mother-in-law (he had so many)—Sada Kaur, who 
rode into battle alongside Ranjit Singh and was the main force in making 

him the Maharaja of the Punjab.

We meet Ranjit Singh’s queens and consorts—Mehtab Kaur, Datar Kaur, 
Moran Sarkar, the Kangra Rajput princesses Mehtab Devi and Raj Banso, 

Gul Bahar Begum, Jindan Kaur and many more—in highly engaging 
chapters that bring these historical figures to life. We are introduced 

to his sons (guess why he had no daughters?) and are given an insider’s 
view on the court intrigues of the Lahore Durbar; intrigues that shaped 
the history and future of Punjab. A fast-moving, gripping read, the book 

closes with the tragic fall of the royal dynasty.

‘Ranjit Powar has composed a historical novel which brings to life an 
era in Sikh history when powerful women operating within the confines 

of a patriarchal order played a pivotal role in the life of Ranjit Singh, 
who as a child faced taunts about his physical deformities but rose to 
be the Maharaja of Punjab with his harem studded with women of all 
sorts including vintage beauties. It is a masterpiece of unprecedented 

sophistication.’—Ishtiaq Ahmed, Professor Emeritus of Political Science, 
Stockholm University, and author of The Punjab Bloodied, Partitioned 

and Cleansed

Ranjit Powar has authored two books, Dusk over the 
Mustard Fields (also translated into, and published in, 
Punjabi) and Living a Good Life. The first captures the 
essence of pre-partition rural Punjabi life and culture 
against the backdrop of partition through the life story 
of its protagonist.

IMPRINT: FIGMENT

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Crown meets Bajirao Mastani.

VISUALS: The grandeur of the Sikh Empire, rich with courtly in-
trigue and royal drama.

THEMES: A feminist retelling of history, high-stakes politics, ambi-
tion, and rivalry from a female perspective.

History remembers the Lion of Punjab, Ranjit Singh. 
But his story is incomplete without the women beside 
him. This is the untold history of the queens, warriors, 
and powerbrokers who shaped the court from within 
the zenana—negotiating alliances, influencing policy, 
and protecting bloodlines in a world of ambition and 
betrayal.

Cinematic Synopsis



Historical Fiction
RIGHTS: World

A riveting historical thriller about Raja Isa 
Khan, leader of the Baro Bhuiyans, who risks 
everything to lead a rebellion against the might 
of Emperor Akbar.
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Fiction
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“A fascinating read that vividly brings history to life through 
spectacular storytelling and detailed character development.”

—Mid-Day 

Chased up the river by the mighty Mughal army, one thought keeps 
niggling at Isa Khan, Can I marry Sona? After all, she is a widow and the 
daughter of a Kulin Kayastha … She has ignited his soul, reminding him 
of his lost love, the beautiful Princess Pari of Qazvin. Isa wants to feel 
alive again, no longer chained to his past or stuck in a loveless marriage.

After having broken the shackles of slavery, Isa understands the weight of 
injustice. He vows never to bow to anyone any more, not even Emperor 
Akbar. With great courage, vision, unshakable resolve and unwavering 
ambition, he refuses to pay taxes to the Mughals, makes the imperial 
army retreat twice and even takes the risk of forging alliances that could 
either strengthen or doom his cause. But as the Mughals tighten their 
grip, Isa faces a daunting choice—continue to fight and risk the lives of 
his people, or seek abiding peace.

The Raja of Jongol BadiThe Raja of Jongol Badi unfolds the gripping tale of the formidable 
chief of the Baro Bhuiyans, or the twelve chieftains, as he navigates 
the complexities of love, war, diplomacy, revenge, loss and betrayal to 
provide unyielding resistance against the Mughal Empire’s imperial 
ambitions in Bengal.
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Bhaskar Som, a management consultant by profession, 
has over thirty years of cross-sector experience in cor-
porate advisory, strategy formulation, risk management, 
data analytics and climate change.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Ponniyin Selvan: I meets Braveheart.

VISUALS: Epic, 16th-century historical Bengal, with grand-scale 
battles and river chases.

THEMES: A forgotten chapter of history, rebellion against an em-
pire, and a hero’s quest for personal freedom.

Chased by the Mughal army, Isa Khan, leader of the 
twelve chieftains, vows to never bow to anyone again, 
not even Emperor Akbar. He refuses to pay taxes and 
repels the imperial army, all while seeking to break free 
from a loveless marriage. He must navigate love, war, 
and betrayal to resist the empire’s ambitions.

Cinematic Synopsis



Historical Fiction
RIGHTS: World

An untold historical saga of Rajkumari Gupta, 
a forgotten heroine who risked her marriage, 
motherhood, and social respect to become 
a co-conspirator in the revolutionary Kakori 
train robbery.

ombooksdelhiombooksinternationalofficial ombooksinternational
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Historical Fiction

When young Rajkumari vandalized a British officer’s carriage, she had to 
pay a heavy price for it. She never regretted her act—after all, the British 
had to leave India at all costs.

As fate would have it, she got married into a political family whose passive 
stance against the colonists was enough to awaken the rebellious spirit of 
the dutiful wife and mother who was determined to see her son live in 
an independent nation. So when the freedom movement called, Rajkumari 
Gupta answered—not with speeches, but with silent, fearless actions. 

Her outspoken and courageous attitude caught the eye of none other 
than Chandra Shekhar Azad, who made Rajkumari a co-conspirator 
in one of the greatest heists that shook the country. While the world 
remembers the Kakori train robbery of 1925 as a bold strike against the 
British Empire, few know about the veerangana who played an important 
role in it by risking it all—her marriage, motherhood and social respect.

The Undercover Revolutionary, the remarkable saga of a woman who defied 
all norms, uncovers the microaggressions, domestic confinements and 
everyday brutalities that define women’s lives. It also raises important 
questions about the role of the revolutionaries in our freedom struggle. 
Were they terrorists or anarchists? What distinguishes the violence 
committed by the oppressors from that of the oppressed? This incredibly 
compelling story offers a glimpse into the ideologies, sacrifices and 
indomitable spirit of the leaders and rebels who paved the way for India’s 
independence. Rajkumari Gupta was one such hero.

“Hum upar se Gandhivadi the, andar se krantivadi.” 
—Rajkumari Gupta

Rajkumari Gupta and the Kakori Conspiracy

Rajkum
ari G

upta and 
the K

akori Conspiracy

Sameer Sheikh is a first-time author hailing from a small 
town in Madhya Pradesh. In addition to his writing 
endeavours, Sameer is an exceptional athlete. He now
applies the discipline and drive to succeed to his writing.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Raazi meets The Great Train Robbery.

VISUALS: A high-stakes historical heist set during the Indian inde-
pendence movement.

THEMES: The untold story of a forgotten female hero, sacrifice, 
and the emotional cost of revolution.

When the freedom movement called, Rajkumari Gupta 
answered—not with speeches, but with silent, fearless 
action. She caught the eye of Chandra Shekhar Azad 
and became a co-conspirator in the Kakori train robbery, 
risking her marriage, motherhood, and social respect 
for a nation’s independence.

Cinematic Synopsis



Intimate Dramas



Romance
RIGHTS: World

A woman falls for an actor in a paan masala 
ad, prompting her friend to hire a detective to 
investigate if the heartthrob is a porn star or a 
married man with kids.
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Priya Kaushik is a twenty-six-year-old professional living in 
Delhi, sharing her home with Tanya, her best friend. She has the 
hots for a hunky guy, Nitin, whom she spots in a paan masala 
ad. Worried about the model’s credentials, Tanya decides to find 
out more. She hires detective Sanjay Dhamija. Determined to 
save her best friend from falling head over heels for the guy, she 
seems to sabotage a possible budding love story, and how!

Dhamija has more than one client seeking to verify Nitin’s 
background of late. Sowmya is worried her brother is going the 
wrong way to fulfil his dreams of becoming an actor.

Is Nitin leading a double life? Is he a married man with two 
kids? Is he a porn star? As he tries to woo Priya once fate brings 
them together, what does this hold for Priya?

Will Priya and Nitin end up together, despite an interfering 
sister, an annoying friend and a thoroughly confused and 
hassled detective? Find out in this quintessential romcom by 
Harini Srinivasan.

She was drawn to him at first sight, and he was 
famous—by posing in a paan masala advertisement, 

that too semi-nude!

‘A breezy comedy of errors with loads of mischief and fun!’
-Andaleeb Wajid, bestselling author
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Harini Srinivasan is the author of two historical mysteries 
set in ancient India. A former civil servant, she is an 
editor and a content management professional by day, 
and an author by night.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Bridget Jones’s Diary meets Jab We Met.

VISUALS: A breezy, quintessential, modern Delhi rom-com.

THEMES: A hilarious comedy of errors, mistaken identities, and a 
relatable contemporary love story.

Priya Kaushik has the hots for a hunky guy, Nitin, whom 
she spots in a paan masala ad. Her worried best friend, 
Tanya, hires a detective to check his credentials. Is 
Nitin a married man? A porn star? As fate brings them 
together, a hilarious comedy of errors, interfering 
friends, and a confused detective unfolds.

Cinematic Synopsis



Romance
RIGHTS: World

A young woman leaves behind her thriving 
career in Mumbai to follow love to America, 
only to find herself trapped by dependence 
and rediscovering her identity in the struggle 
between ambition and the heart.
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Neeti is a driven and self-made woman who finds purpose and 
fulfilment in her work in Mumbai. When she marries Mihir, the love 
of her life who plans to pursue a PhD in the US, she is confronted with 
the biggest dilemma: Should she listen to her heart or her head?

The heart wins and Neeti moves to the US, leaving her career, family, 
and friends behind to be with Mihir. But her 
real challenge begins when she finds herself 
on a dependent visa, with no work life to 
speak of. 

Anjuli Rajprasad’s lucid prose narrates this 
tale of a twenty-first-century woman dealing 
with the stigma of being ‘dependent’ on a 
spouse and discovering her identity beyond 
a professional one.

AA
Heart                   
Divided

Anjuli Rajprasad

Anjuli Rajprasad

‘‘TTwwoo  RRooaaddss,,  OOnnee  HHeeaarrtt::  AA  SSttoorryy  ooff  LLoovvee,,  AAmmbbiittiioonn,,  aanndd  SSeellff--DDiissccoovveerryy’’

Hard to accept Anjuli is a debutant. Her flair to engage with the reader is eminently 
evident as the book progresses. The writing is fresh and compelling. You establish a 
bonding with the characters – true and lively. Unputdownable...
Vijay Lokapally – author and journalist

Within the intricate web of professional work life and the challenging visa bureaucracy 
in the USA, a brave girl embarks on a soul-searching journey, driven by the pursuit of 
her true identity and the unwavering desire to nurture love.
Hemant Gaba – national award-winning director (non-feature film – An 
Engineered Dream)

Anjuli Rajprasad is a U.S.-based attorney. She earned 
her Juris Doctor from the University of Maryland Francis 
King Carey School of Law.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: English Vinglish meets The Namesake.

VISUALS: A world of contrasts: the vibrant energy of Mumbai vs. 
the quiet, isolating suburban life in America.

THEMES: The immigrant experience, identity, independence, and 
the career sacrifices of women.

Neeti is a driven, self-made woman in Mumbai. When 
she marries Mihir, she follows him to the US, leaving her 
career behind. But the real challenge begins when she 
finds herself on a dependent visa, with no work life. It’s 
a tale of dealing with the stigma of ‘dependence’ and 
rediscovering her identity.

Cinematic Synopsis



Romance
RIGHTS: World

When chaos takes over her work, family, and 
love life, Oindrilla’s world turns upside down 
with the unexpected return of her ex, setting 
the stage for a laugh-out-loud romcom about 
second chances and sweet missteps.
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Fiction/
Romcom

  EX
FACTOR

Har in i  S r in ivasan
Oindrilla Roy, also known by her friends as Oinks among several other 
nicknames, is having a lousy week. From her parents, to the house help, 
the pets and her boss—everyone seems to seek her time and attention 

at the same time. Her cousin and her best friend are not far behind and 
need her intervention with their own sets of shenanigans. 

While Oinks grapples with all these, she is faced with her long-time 
crush, Vivek, making an unexpected entry back into her life, after years. 

He is still annoying but how did that scrawny-looking thing become 
this hunk? One to lust for? He also seems to like her even now (maybe). 
Or maybe not. With the many issues that haunt Oinks and demand her 
attention, and given her penchant for saying and doing just the wrong 

thing at the most inappropriate time, will this renewed contact blossom 
into something more? Or will it simply fizzle out? 

Harini Srinivasan’s The Ex Factor takes you through a roller-coaster 
ride, one that will keep you asking for more!

THE

Love in the Time of  Chaos

“The perfect beach read, The Ex Factor is just what the 
doctor prescribed to chase the blues away.”
Kiran Manral, Author

Harini Srinivasan is the author of two historical mysteries 
set in ancient India. A former civil servant, she is an 
editor and a content management professional by day, 
and an author by night.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Jaane Tu ... Ya Jaane Na meets Hum Tum.

VISUALS: A colorful, chaotic, and charming modern rom-com, 
filled with coffee spills and frantic phone calls.

THEMES: Second-chance romance, stumbling through adult life, 
and laugh-out-loud situations.

Oindrilla (Oinks) is having a lousy week. Her boss, 
parents, and even pets are driving her crazy. As she 
grapples with this chaos, her long-time crush, Vivek, 
makes an unexpected entry back into her life. He’s still 
annoying, but he’s also now a hunk. Can this renewed 
contact blossom, or will it fizzle out?

Cinematic Synopsis



Romance
RIGHTS: World

A poignant and urgent tale of forbidden love 
that speaks to the hopes and heartaches of the 
LGBTQ+ community in contemporary India.

A poignant tale of forbidden love that speaks to the hopes 
and heartaches of the LGBTQ+ community

Set in contemporary India, Out of My Oyster is at its core 
the story of Anuj and Dhruv—two young men navigating the 
shadows of their past while weaving a future together. 

Anuj is reeling from heartbreak when he meets Dhruv, whose 
charm masks a deeply scarred childhood. As their relationship 
grows, Anuj uncovers the hidden trauma Dhruv has carried 
in silence. Their love finds an unexpected ally in Melissa 
Shankar, Dhruv’s powerful and emotionally distant mother. 
A business tycoon with her own regrets, Melissa joins Anuj 
in helping Dhruv confront the darkness he has long buried.

Can love bring healing? Will Dhruv find the strength to face 
his past? And what future awaits these two men as they 
struggle not only with their own fears, but with a society 
that still marginalizes queer lives?

Out of My Oyster is an exploration of identity, trauma, and 
resilience. It shines a light on the silent struggles of India’s 
LGBTQ+ community and breaks the taboo surrounding child 
abuse—an urgent, emotional story that refuses to look away.

C
ov

er
 D

es
ig

n:
  T

he
 B

oo
k 

Ba
ke

rs

US $ 7.95   £ 6.99

www.ombooksinternational.com 00029500

Fiction

ombooksinternationalombooksinternationalofficial ombooksdelhi

MRP
An Imprint of  

Aakash Mehrotra is an international development 
consultant with over a decade of experience.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Moonlight meets Made in Heaven.

VISUALS: It shifts from the warm, saturated glows of a budding 
romance to the stark, moody shadows of a psychological drama.

THEMES: A courageous exploration of the Indian LGBTQ+ com-
munity that highlights the power of love in healing deep-seated 
childhood trauma and the resilience required to find authenticity 
in a marginalizing society.

In contemporary India, Anuj, a young man recovering 
from heartbreak, meets the charming but haunted 
Dhruv. As their love grows, Anuj uncovers Dhruv’s 
buried childhood trauma. Together with Dhruv’s 
powerful mother, Melissa, they must confront the 
darkness of the past and navigate a society that 
marginalizes queer lives to find healing and resilience.

Cinematic Synopsis



Romance
RIGHTS: World

A couple’s destined love is tested by a jealous 
best friend’s manipulations and relentless 
family pressure.

00029500
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Fiction/Romance
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In a While, Crocodile is a warm, emotionally charged 
contemporary romance that unfolds across cities humming 
with ambition, monsoon-soaked pavements, and the quiet 
ache of longing. Rudra Rathore, juggling the dual worlds 
of corporate diplomacy and grassroots politics, lives a life 
governed by duty and deadlines. Kavya Kapoor, a rising 
designer with dreams stitched in colour and courage, is 
fighting for her place in a cut-throat industry—one artisan, 
one exhibition, one setback at a time.
Their worlds collide on a dating app neither believes in, 
yet both secretly hope will change everything. What 
begins as a tentative exchange of messages grows into 
something deeper—conversations steeped in sincerity, 
shared vulnerabilities, and gentle humour. But love rarely 
comes neatly packaged. Transport strikes, jealousies, old 
heartbreaks, and family expectations begin to pull them 
apart, even as their hearts stubbornly try to mend the 
seams.
Tender, hopeful, and brimming with the small details 
that make modern love so complicated and so beautiful, 
this novel is a celebration of connection in an age of 
distraction. A reminder that sometimes, the right person 
arrives when life is most impossible—and that love, when 
honest, demands courage above all.

Rohan Mahajan is a lawyer by education and a national 
campaign strategist by profession.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Crazy Rich Asians meets 2 States.

VISUALS: A high-stakes, glamorous urban drama set against the 
backdrop of Indian national campaign politics.

THEMES: A modern Indian love story where destiny is tested by 
toxic friendships and parental expectations.

Rudra, a sharp political strategist, finds a rare sanctuary 
in Kavya. But when a glamorous, manipulative “friend” 
returns to spark a quiet war of lies, their destiny is 
pushed to the breaking point. In a world of toxic 
shadows and crushing family pressure, passion alone 
may not be enough to survive the storm.

Cinematic Synopsis



Biographical, Autobiographical 
& Memoir-Based Stories



Memoir
RIGHTS: World

A moving Partition-era memoir that traces one 
man’s lifelong journey of loss, reinvention, and 
quiet resilience as he rebuilds his world from 
the ruins of displacement.
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Non Fiction/
Memoir
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The Partition continues to cast its long shadow on the Indian psyche. 
Puran Chand, who migrated from Pakistan on foot when he was 
just nine years old, spends his life mastering the art of reinvention: a 
farmhand in his childhood, he became an army soldier at eighteen, 
only to be relieved pension-less eight years later, having lost his left 
hand in an off-duty accident. Struggling to make ends meet, the 
newly-married Puran takes up any job that comes his way—office 
peon, shopkeeper, street vendor—gradually becoming a small 
landowning farmer. 

In the winter of his life, Puran lives in the lap of comforts in 
Chandigarh as his children have risen to coveted roles across 
industries—particularly, son Govardhan Gabbi, a noted Punjabi 
writer, and granddaughter Wamiqa Gabbi, a popular actress working 
in Punjabi and Hindi films. Yet mundane anxieties, such as pending 
bills and chores, as well as the longing to visit his village often grip 
him, confounding the young in the family. As Puran looks back 
on his life, what emerges is a tale that illuminates both the mutual 
and the individual impressions left behind by historical events on 
successive generations of a family and a people. 

Govardhan Gabbi’s Puran Gaatha: A Partition Saga is a heart-
warming addition to the literature on the Partition, which is an 
ongoing negotiation with the world and the self—a ceaseless spring of 
stories of resilience and the trials of rebuilding one’s life from scratch 
in a new homeland.
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Translated By

 Dr Rajinder Singh

GOVARDHAN GABBI

Govardhan Gabbi is a Punjabi writer who was a former 
member of the Advisory Council (Punjabi) Sahitya 
Akademi, New Delhi. He writes regular columns for 
many Punjabi daily newspapers and literary magazines.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Forrest Gump meets Bharat.

VISUALS: The dusty refugee trails of 1947 contrasted with the bus-
tle of post-independence India.

THEMES: A powerful human story of resilience, memory, displace-
ment, and rebuilding a life from scratch.

Nine-year-old Puran Chand migrates from Pakistan on 
foot during Partition. His life becomes a mastery of 
reinvention: from farmhand to soldier (losing a hand 
in an accident), to shopkeeper, to landowner. In his old 
age, he reflects on his life, a tale that illuminates the 
generational echoes of historical events.

Cinematic Synopsis



Biography
RIGHTS: World

The fascinating chronicle of the first Indian 
woman to lift an elephant on her chest—a 
daredevil stuntmaster who courted death and 
stardom in early 20th-century Calcutta.
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Had the act continued, the weight of the elephant would have 
pressed Reba’s body down onto the knife loosely stitched into the 
mattress placed below her and killed her …

As little Reba explored the wilderness with the rising sun lighting 
up her face, she knew she would chart her own path of endless 
adventures and daring feats someday. A few years later, the rapidly 
evolving society of early twentieth-century Calcutta, her adopted 
home, provided just the right launch pad for her dreams. She found 
a guru in the legendary Bishnu Charan Ghosh. With her Bishtuda by 
her side and the stage to perform her death-defying stunts, Reba 
reached dizzying heights with practice, precision and perseverance. 
Her petite frame belied the strength of her conviction and the power 
of her intent.

Strong Woman Reba Rakshit is a captivating account of a daredevil 
who courted controversies and movie stars with equal ease. A woman 
who dared to dream and had immense courage, steely determination 
and enough ambition to fulfil it. The stuntmaster who worked 
shoulder to shoulder with men to give her country its first ‘strong 
woman’. She was the first Indian woman to lift an elephant on her 
chest. But the ‘Circus Beauty Queen’ was wearing a crown of thorns 
until one day she decided to take matters into her own hands … 
Reba’s is no ordinary story because she was no ordinary woman.  

Ida Jo Pajunen’s well-researched narrative brings to life not only the 
legend, but also the sights and sounds of Kolkata of a bygone era. Ida J
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The Life and Times of 
a sTunTmasTer

Ida Jo Pajunen
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Ida Jo Pajunen is a writer and artist. She is the co-author 
of several Ghosh Yoga Practice Manuals and has edited 
and published historic manuscripts.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Mary Kom meets The Greatest Showman.

VISUALS: Vintage Calcutta, the vibrant chaos of the circus, 
sepia-toned gymnasiums, and dramatic stunts.

THEMES: Female empowerment, physical culture, fame vs. 
struggle, historical sports biography.

In the evolving society of early 1900s Calcutta, Reba 
Rakshit dreamt of endless adventure. Finding a guru 
in legendary Bishnu Charan Ghosh, she became India’s 
first ‘strong woman,’ performing death-defying stunts. 
A ‘Circus Beauty Queen’ with a crown of thorns, she 
navigated stardom, royalty, and assassination attempts 
in a man’s world.

Cinematic Synopsis



Memoir
RIGHTS: World

A bold, witty, and heartwarming memoir of a 
woman’s misadventures in love and life, this is 
a sassy celebration of self-discovery, resilience, 
and owning your story with laughter and flair.

This chronicle
entertains and  
empowers. A bold, 
vibrant and  
fantastic read.

Farah Khan

‘A refreshing tale in an increasingly stale society…Men, you have
been warned.’

‘Had me in splits. A mind-blowing book.’

‘Courageous. Amusing. Brilliantly written.  A perfect example of 
impactful storytelling.  A real page-turner.’

Cyrus Broacha

Sonu Sood

Nawazuddin Siddiqui

How many toads should a girl kiss before she finds her  
Prince Charming?
 Kai Juicewalla. Foodie. Sucker for Shah Rukh Khan movies and 
everything about him. A romantic feminist (no, that is not an 
oxymoron). Parsi by birth, so crazy by right. Likes making rules but 
keeps forgetting them. Is unconventional in the most conventional 
sense.  Has ample curves but still rough around the edges. And loves 
to exercise—her opinions only.
 Who Wants to Marry Kai Juicewalla? is her racy, candid and juicy 
chronicle where she battles bullies, bulges and badmash company in 
a classy, sassy and bad assy way. An unending list of losers seems to 
be the bane of her life—a gold digger, a social climber, an unrequited 
love interest, an Italian Adonis, an identity thief (in the closet), a 
confused hot therapist, a raging narcissist. For this singleton, the 
global hunt for the perfect man always seems to crash and burn.

Her life comes a full circle when she discovers the most  important 
relationship of her life—her relationship with herself. This no-
holds-barred assault on your funny bone upholds the universal 
truth that the journey is more important than the destination.
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NON-FICTION/
MEMOIR

Kainaz Jussawalla is the author of the bestselling novel 
Coffee Days, Champagne Nights and Other Secrets. 
Kainaz hosts a celebrity chat show Break Free on her 
YouTube channel ‘Chai with Kai’.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Eat Pray Love meets Sex and the City.

VISUALS: A vibrant, humorous, global search for love, from high-
end dates to disastrous meet-cutes.

THEMES: A racy, candid, and juicy memoir; self-discovery, resil-
ience, and living life on one’s own terms.

Kai Juicewalla is a food-loving, SRK-sucking, romantic 
feminist. This is her racy, candid chronicle of battling 
bullies, bulges, and ‘badmash’ company. Her global 
hunt for the perfect man crashes and burns through an 
unending list of losers. Finally, she discovers the most 
important relationship: the one with herself.

Cinematic Synopsis



Literary Fiction



Literary Fiction
RIGHTS: World

Set against the fading British Raj, a young 
Indian girl’s journey from loss to self-discovery 
unveils the untold story of the baby ayahs; 
women who mothered others’ children while 
searching for a home of their own.

www.ombooksinternational.com 00039500
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Non-fiction/
Biography
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“Was my life really like Black Beauty’s? A series of masters, no real 
choices, just making do with whatever came my way?”

Asha was a child like any other. Cherished by her doting father, 
she grew up poor but happy in the shaded embrace of the Shimla 
hills during the British Raj. He kept her isolated from the dynamics 
between the locals and the goras who had claimed the city for their 
own, until one day, his passing left Asha alone. As her childhood fell 
away overnight, Asha realised that there were some questions she 
would now need to answer for herself …
 
Set in pre-independence India, The One-Way Ships follows Asha’s 
unusual life as she struggles with questions about the meaning of 
home and the perils and rewards of self-determination. She finds 
herself not only getting back on her feet but also saving someone 
she never imagined needed saving. The story is inspired by the 
real-life accounts of a generation of lost, unsung victims of the 
colonial machinery—the baby ayahs who played an indispensable 
role in the households of the Raj as doting mother-surrogates, but 
too often found that they themselves were very much dispensable.

“Was my life really like Black Beauty’s? A series of masters, no real 
choices, just making do with whatever came my way?”

Asha was a child like any other. Cherished by her doting father, 
she grew up poor but happy in the shaded embrace of the Shimla 
hills during the British Raj. He kept her isolated from the dynamics 
between the locals and the goras who had claimed the city for their 
own, until one day, his passing left Asha alone. As her childhood fell 
away overnight, Asha realised that there were some questions she 
would now need to answer for herself …
 
Set in pre-independence India, The One-Way Ships follows Asha’s 
unusual life as she struggles with questions about the meaning of 
home and the perils and rewards of self-determination. She finds 
herself not only getting back on her feet but also saving someone 
she never imagined needed saving. The story is inspired by the 
real-life accounts of a generation of lost, unsung victims of the 
colonial machinery—the baby ayahs who played an indispensable 
role in the households of the Raj as doting mother-surrogates, but 
too often found that they themselves were very much dispensable.

Uma Lohray holds a law degree from one of India’s pre-
mier national law schools. She has worked with a leading 
law firm and media house as legal counsel. She writes 
for passion.

IMPRINT: FIGMENT

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Help meets Downton Abbey (from the servants’ 
perspective).

VISUALS: Mist-laden hills of Shimla, the grand households of the 
British Raj, and the uncertain voyages across the seas.

THEMES: Forgotten women’s history, identity, motherhood, and 
displacement in a colonial world.

Asha grows up poor but happy in the Shimla hills during 
the British Raj. When her father passes, her childhood 
falls away overnight. Her journey, inspired by the real-
life accounts of India’s ‘baby ayahs,’ follows her struggle 
with finding a home, playing a mother-surrogate to the 
children of the Raj, and finding self-determination.

Cinematic Synopsis



Literary Fiction
RIGHTS: World

When tradition clashes with rebellion and 
secrets echo louder than song, the future of 
a celebrated Hindustani classical musician’s 
legacy hangs in the balance after a mysterious 
disappearance.

When tradition clashes with rebellion and secrets echo louder 
than song, the future of a musical legacy hangs in the balance

Padma Bhushan Pandit Sadashiv Buwa Shrotri, a celebrated 
Hindustani classical vocalist, broods about the future, his own and 
that of his esoteric art. As he ages, questions of legacy and continuity 
weigh heavily on his mind, especially in a world where classical 
traditions are increasingly pushed to the margins.

His wife’s nephew, Kartik, drawn irresistibly to the ragas, 
defies his father’s ban on music. And one evening he 

disappears mysteriously. The event shakes both families to 
the core, dragging past wounds and unspoken tensions 
back into the light.

The estranged families are thrown together again, and 
troubling secrets emerge – patriarchal control, violence, 
jealousy and a headstrong obstinacy that had once 
silenced another musical career. Old grudges resurface 

as the battle between tradition and personal freedom 
plays out with renewed intensity.

Will Kartik return? Can his mother and aunt heal 
their deep-rooted rifts? And will Buwa’s legacy 

ensure the survival of his art beyond his 
own lifetime?

The Music Makers delves into the passions, 
frustrations and sacrifices that both bind 
and tear apart those possessed by the 

eternal lure of music, weaving a rich 
narrative of devotion, rebellion, 

and redemption.
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Rohini Paranjpe Sathe trained to be an economist but 
soon returned to the pursuit of Hindustani classical mu-
sic (vocal). A brief hiatus in her music training turned her 
towards her other creative expression, writing. She blogs 
and writes fiction.

IMPRINT: FIGMENT

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Whiplash (artistic obsession) meets Monsoon Wedding 
(family drama).

VISUALS: The passionate, fiery world of Hindustani classical music; 
the intimate ‘Guru-Shishya’ tradition.

THEMES: Intense family bonds, dark secrets, patriarchal control, 
and the battle between tradition and rebellion.

An aging Hindustani classical vocalist broods about his 
legacy. His nephew, Kartik, defies his father’s ban on 
music, drawn irresistibly to the ragas—and then he 
disappears. The event shakes two estranged families, 
dragging dark secrets of patriarchal control, violence, 
and jealousy into the light.

Cinematic Synopsis



Episodic Narratives



Short Story Collection
RIGHTS: World

A fascinating window into the hidden, secret 
spaces of women’s lives, caught on the cusp of 
modernity and tradition.

Through a
Looking Glas

Stories
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‘Aruna Chakravarti’s 
fiction mystifies me … the 
characters of her stories 
simply walk out of the ink 
and stand before you. 
She locates the stories 
vividly and charms the 
reader completely with 
her pictorial details…’

– Gulzar

‘Chakravarti manages to convey the sense of intimacy that pervades the 
inner world of women … It is a testament to the power of imagination.’

– Siddhartha Mukherjee

A bhairavi claims she holds telephonic conversations with Goddess Kali. 
Is she a lying charlatan? Or is there more to her story?

A woman whose birth is shrouded in mystery learns of the truth on her 
deathbed. Was it a dream? Or a vision?

Two strangers, a Scottish missionary and a Bengali half-caste, living more 
than half a century apart, share a blood bond and something else—a gift 
for clairvoyance.

A woman falls from an upstairs window. Was it an accident, suicide or murder?

The works of Aruna Chakravarti provide a fascinating window to the lives 
of women, forever caught on the cusp of modernity and tradition. In this 
striking collection of stories she effortlessly recreates the hidden, secret 
spaces of women’s lives. The vivid prose explores the inner recesses of 
a woman’s mind—her perception of loss and suffering; strengths and 
weaknesses; triumphs and defeats. Unfulfilled desires, illicit liaisons, 
psychological traumas, family secrets come together in an explosive mix, 
offering a mirror to our society.

ombooksinternationalofficial ombooksinternational ombooksdelhi
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Aruna Chakravarti is the best-selling and critically 
acclaimed author of The Inheritors, Jorasanko and 
Daughters of Jorasanko.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: The Great Indian Kitchen meets Bulbbul (mystical ele-
ments).

VISUALS: Domestic interiors, shadows and light, intimate portraits 
of women from 18th-century Bengal to modern times.

THEMES: Feminism, hidden desires, tradition vs. modernity, and 
the female psyche.

A bhairavi conversing with Goddess Kali, a woman 
falling from a window—accident or murder? These 
stories effortlessly recreate the inner recesses of a 
woman’s mind. Exploring unfulfilled desires, illicit 
liaisons, and family secrets, it offers an explosive mix 
of trauma, triumph, and the complex reality of being a 
woman in a changing society.

Cinematic Synopsis



Short Story Collection
RIGHTS: World

The road to perdition is paved with desires. 
Twelve stories of pulsating, addictive craving 
where the pursuit of what one wants blinds 
one to reason.

Kamalini Natesan

‘Kamalini writes about unexpected 
human relationships in a moving and 
honest way, and brings urban life 
alive in its quirky rhythms.’

 — Saikat Majumdar 
(author of The Middle Finger)

D e s i r e  D i a r i e s

The
Fire

Ant’s
Sting

The road to perdition is paved with desires

An expat couple resort to illicit means to 
hoard wealth. A small-town author yearns 
for fame and laurels at the risk of alienating 
his family. A widowed woman is desperate to 
preserve her youthful looks and turn the clock 
back. An eager-to-please, do-gooder mother 
seeks respect and reciprocation of her efforts. 
The common thread weaving through these 
stories is a pulsating and addictive desire to 
attain what one craves for at any cost.

In The Fire-Ant’s Sting Kamalini Natesan 
explores, through twelve varied characters, 
the different facets of desire—a primal human 
emotion—and how its pursuit blinds one to 
reason. Alternately wry and full of pathos, 
daring and evocative, this is a delectable diary 
of desires that will leave you asking for more!
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‘Kamalini’s voice is bold and sassy, 
yet her stories are delicate and 
layered. Each story is a world in 
itself, transporting the reader to a 
place on the margins, illuminating 
it with insights and epiphanies. 
The experience is immersive and 
intimate. The reader emerges with 
a renewed empathy for characters 
who may at first seem baffling. These 
stories are an elegy to those who are 
different, who dare to remain true to 
their authentic self.’ 

— Natasha Badhwar 
(author of My Daughters’ Mum & 
Immortal for a Moment)

‘Kamalini Natesan’s collection of 
short stories is a brilliant study of 
complex human relationships. The 
physicality of the prose and the 
cinematic visual imagery will leave 
you hungry for more. It will give you a 
fever from which recovery is almost 
impossible if you are a worshipper of 
good literature.’

— Siddhartha Gigoo 
(Commonwealth Prize-winning author 
& film-maker)
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Kamalini Natesan is a language teacher, polyglot, trained 
classical Indian vocalist, and a writer exploring the facets 
of desire in this brave new world.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Lust Stories meets Black Mirror (psychological aspect).

VISUALS: Intimate urban interiors, the quirky rhythms of city life, 
and claustrophobic emotional settings.

THEMES: Obsession, ambition, vanity, and the dark side of human 
desire.

From an expat couple hoarding illicit wealth to a 
small-town author risking family for fame, and a 
widow desperate to turn back time. Twelve characters 
are driven by primal, blinding desire. It is a diary of 
obsession, exploring how the human heart’s deepest 
cravings can lead to destruction or revelation.

Cinematic Synopsis



Short Story Collection
RIGHTS: World

A window into myriad worlds, from the 
Mauryan court to modern murder mysteries, 
united by the universal frailty of the human 
condition.

TO
CUT A

LONG
STORY

SHORT
RR AA NN JJ AA NN   SS EE NN

What is common to the hunt for an escaped fugitive and 
a murder which is not a murder? Or to an illegitimate 
son of a nobleman in the royal Maurya court and an 
unlettered man fighting his way out of poverty in Marxist 
Bengal? Or to the host of characters who live through 
the many disparate adventures in these stories?

Very little, except the universal frailty of the human 
condition.

And the proximity of death.

From historical political dramas to psychological thrillers, 
from a modern murder mystery to a romance in the 
times of the Company Sahib, from ruthless bankers to 
slice-of-life insights into the everyday lives of everyday 
people, and even the occult, this collection throws open 
a window into myriad worlds.

Ranjan Sen’s To Cut a Long Story Short takes the reader 
on a diverse journey through time and geography in 
eleven exquisitely crafted stories, each a vividly woven 
tapestry of what could be…

Or what might have been…

RRAANNJJAANN  SSEENN
TO CUT A LONG STORY SHORT

www.ombooksinternational.com 00039500
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Ranjan Sen’s short stories have been published 
in prestigious international journals like Kitaab in 
Singapore, The Thieving Magpie in the US, The 
Contemporary Literary Review of India and the English 
Journal of the Sahitya Akademi in India.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Love, Death & Robots (anthology format) meets Sherlock 
Holmes (mystery elements).

VISUALS: Diverse, rich settings spanning ancient royal courts, colo-
nial India, misty ghost worlds, and gritty modern cities.

THEMES: The human condition, irony of fate, historical intrigue, 
and the supernatural.

What links an escaped fugitive to a murder that isn’t 
a murder? Or an illegitimate Mauryan noble to a man 
in Marxist Bengal? This collection traverses disparate 
worlds—historical political dramas, psychological 
thrillers, and the occult—exploring the proximity of 
death and the twist of fate that connects us all.

Cinematic Synopsis



Short Story Collection
RIGHTS: World

A gendered lens on the Dalit experience in 
Bengal, capturing a century of defiance, survival, 
and the enduring spirit of the marginalized.

www.ombooksinternational.com
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Non-fiction/
Biography
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US $ 7.95  £ 6.99

Fiction/Stories/
Translation
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Manoranjan Byapari # Bimalendu Haldar # Mahasweta Devi # Manohar Mouli Biswas 
# Prafulla Kumar Roy # Nakul Mallik # Tarashankar Bandyopadhyay

# Kalyani Thakur Charal # Saratchandra Chattopadhyay # Anil Ghorai

Rising from the Dust brings together twelve stories that talk about the Dalit 
experience in Bengal. What distinguishes this collection is the gendered 
lens that explores the Dalit woman’s cause and holds it up to the light. 

While literary stalwarts like Saratchandra Chattopadhyay, Tarashankar 
Bandyopadhyay, Mahasweta Devi and Prafulla Roy share their profound 
understanding of the Dalit woman’s fears and traumas, hopes, dreams and 
aspirations, contemporary voices such as Manoranjan Byapari, Bimalendu 
Haldar, Manohar Mouli Biswas, Kalyani Thakur Charal, Anil Ghorai and 
Nakul Mallik explore aspects of survival and social ostracization with both 
sensitivity and angst. 

Spanning an entire century of writing, the stories in this collection capture 
the essence of a way of life marked by the enduring defiant spirit of the 
dispossessed and the marginalized. Translated by Aruna Chakravarti with 
her trademark expertise, this is a must-read not only for literary enthusiasts 
but also for students and scholars of Dalit and caste studies, development 
studies, Indian literature in translation and gender studies. 

‘The meticulous attention to detail of language that reflects 
the Dalit act of remembering the heinous insults piled on 
them is reflected in Rising from the Dust, Aruna Chakravarti’s 
translation of Dalit stories from Bengal. The stories have 
stunning metaphors and descriptions. There is so much richness 
in the language even in translation.’—The Telegraph

Aruna Chakravarti is the best-selling and critically 
acclaimed author of The Inheritors, Jorasanko and 
Daughters of Jorasanko.

Screen Appeal:

COMPS: Article 15 meets Masaan.

VISUALS: Rural Bengal landscapes, the dust and grit of struggle, 
and stark realism.

THEMES: Caste dynamics, gender struggle, resilience, and social 
justice.

Spanning a century, these stories explore the Dalit 
woman’s trauma, dreams, and resilience. From literary 
stalwarts to contemporary voices, it unveils a way of life 
marked by social ostracization yet defined by a defiant 
spirit. It is a raw, hard-hitting exploration of survival 
from the margins of Bengal.

Cinematic Synopsis


